
Factsheet
Traditional Herders and 
Herding in Hungary

The BioTraCes’ Hungarian case study is about 
herders, their knowledge, practices and 
contributions to nature conservation in Hungary, 
as well as the future of herding as a traditional 
occupation.

Why Do We Need 
Herders?
There are approximately 
one million hectares of 
grassland in Hungary. 
Half a million hectares 
of these are not only 
suitable for grazing, 
but actually require 
grazing in order to 
preserve their natural 
values. These are species-
rich, ancient grasslands with 
high biodiversity and ecological 
importance. 

Proper grazing requires specialised people: 
traditional herders and conservationists, with 
expertise in both areas. The number of herders 
is decreasing rapidly, not because they are 
unnecessary, but because society, including 
especially conservationists and those involved in 
grassland management, has not yet realised that, 
without herders, it will be impossible to sustainably 
manage and properly maintain these biodiversity-
rich grasslands. 

Due to rapid socio-ecological and economic 
changes, herders need to adapt and innovate 
continuously to survive. They need tradition-based 
innovations, developed through both herders’ 
knowledge - old and new knowledge - and scientific 
understanding.

The Role and Position of 
Herders Is Changing

We want to achieve radical 
changes in how people think 

about and value traditional herding 
and herders, and in the regulations 

and support systems created for them. We work 
together as equal partners with herders to develop 
our specific goals. 

Pastoralism is an ancient occupation that constantly 
changes and adapts to the world. However, in 
recent decades, many new policies and regulations 
have made this adaptation more difficult – even 
when their stated aim is to support herding. 

The Hungarian case shows that today, the ancient 
profession of herding is often seen as an outdated 
tradition, despite its many benefits to society and 
its vital contribution to the preservation of natural 
values. Under the good care of herders, pastures 
and the livestock play a key role in maintaining 
biodiversity, while providing high-quality meat, 
milk, and many other valuable products drived 
from plants inedible to humans. 
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Please support our work 
to develop regulatory and 
support systems that will 
enable the world of herders 
to survive in the future! 
Help change the image of 
pastoralists!

We tend to ignore a fact proven over thousands 
of years of human history: when done properly, 
grazing is the only agricultural activity that, while 
maintaining biodiversity, is itself a sustainable 
form of land use. In the current era of climate 
change, pastoralism - highly adaptable to changing 
conditions - and the traditional ecological knowledge 
associated with it are of crucial importance for the 
future of humanity.

What Can We Offer Each Other
Our case study has national coverage: we aim to 
find herders in every region of Hungary, document 
their knowledge and lives, connect them with 
herders in other regions, and promote their self-
organization. 

We are the first in the country to strive for the 
fullest possible professional and social cooperation 
among the country’s herding communities, as there 
has never been a such a threat to the survival of 
pastoralism. 

Through our activities, we seek to help middle-aged 
and older herders continue working as respected 
professionals and remain in the occupation. We 
also support young people in becoming herders, 
staying in the profession, and developing their 
skills. 

Another important partner in these efforts is 
the “Hungarian Womenherders Group” founded 
in 2021, whose members are women and girls 
working in pastoralism in Hungary. 

Contact:
•	 Zsolt Molnár: molnar.zsolt@ecolres.hu
•	 Bálint Sándor: sandor.balint@ecolres.hu
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